Seasonal variation in the incidence of development of central retinal vein occlusion' and 'retinal vein occlusion'2 has been reported during the past 5 years. Lavin Figure 1 The distribution ofoccurrences ofonset ofretinal vein occlusion (RVO) ofvarious types (A to', see Table I ) by calendar months with X2 of goodness-of-fit test statistic and corresponding p value. of 0 05 was used to determine significant differences. In performing these statistical tests, when both eyes were involved, each occurrence in each eye was considered as an independent event. Occurrence ofany of the six types of RVO in the same patient in the same eye was also considered as an independent event. When a patient had multiple episodes of the same type of RVO in the same eye, only the first episode was included in the analysis.
Analysis of the data using log-linear model was also done. The log-linear model included sex, age at onset, and time of onset (using the categories defined above for seasonal variation) as the factors in the model. The patients were divided into three age groups, in accordance with the criteria used by the US National Center for Health Statistics, US Public Health Services'3: young (less than 45 years old), middle-aged (45 to 64 years old), and elderly (65 or older). Interaction oftime ofonset with sex and age were examined to determine if sex of patient and/or age at onset should be considered when testing for seasonal variation in onset tme.
Results
The log-linear model analysis showed that time of onset showed no significant association with sex and age at onset. Thus, seasonal variation was tested over males and females and all age groups combined. Table 2 summarises the results of the X2 goodness-of-fit test. Figure 1 
